
Romans 11

As we look to Romans 11, we will be closing out Paul’s discussion (Chapters 9-11) on 

Jews and Gentiles and how God interacted / interacts with each.  

Paul opens Chapter 11 with a discussion of an OT concept of the remnant, and uses 

that to argue that Israel’s present situation does not indicate “rejection by God.”   

What was their situation?  Let’s review Romans 10:18-21. (read from the Message) 

➢ Accusing God of abandoning them 

➢ There has always been a message from God that must be accepted by 

faith 

➢ There are always some that believe and some that don’t 

➢ Israel doesn’t have a corner on God 

➢ God reaches out to all people 

READ: Romans 11:1-10 

➢ Paul rejects the idea that God has rejected His people 

➢ Paul is certainly a Jew.  For the first decade the church was primarily 

Hebrew 

➢ Paul points to Elijah to makes his point  1 Kings 19:9b-18 

➢ vs. 5-6  points to example of divine grace 

➢ contrasts the 7,000 set apart to the current remnant set apart be grace 

➢ grace replaces works as the bar 

➢ Review Romans 9:6-13 
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➢ Paul’s point – god’s purpose is being worked out by concentration on a 

minority that respond to His call.  

➢ Paul maintains that there must be a remnant now  vs 5 

➢ He calls them the elect vs 7 

What about those Jews who haven’t responded?   READ: Romans 11:11-12 

➢ Paul steps aside to explore why all have not responded 

➢ KEY - Paul assumes the eventual restoration of Israel 

➢ Points out that Israel’s stumbling is due to moral insensibility 

➢ Inability to appreciate the working of divine mercy 

➢ stumble vs fall????    Momentary vs permanent 

➢ Israel’s lack of cooperation with divine plan vs ultimate loss of salvation is 

the point 

➢ Provides opening for the gentiles – their positive response makes Jews 

jealous 

➢ Shocked into realizing the privilege of God’s salvation by the sight of 

others entering into it 

READ Romans 11:13-24 

➢ Gentiles – not so fast!!!! 

➢ Paul says that the body of believers is like an olive tree 

- The roots are Jewish – sunk deep in OT history and God’s ancient 

commitment to His chosen people 
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- Gentiles are foreign  (wild) olive branches that have been grafted on – 

therefore no reason for pride 

- Realize how easy it will be to graft back the natural branches when the 

time for “regathering” comes 

➢ Gentiles – vessels of mercy; Jews – vessels of wrath  Romans 9:22-23 

➢ Gentiles experienced God’s kindness, but they can also experience his 

severity 

READ Romans 11:25-27 - Consummation of God’s plan 

➢ Restoration of Israel and final salvation of all mankind 

➢ Full number – not used anywhere else – “every living gentile” would be 

equal to “all Israel” 

➢ The “hardening of Israel” is temporary 

➢ All Israel will be saved when the when the “full number” of gentiles has 

come into the faith 

READ Romans 11:28-32 

➢ Paul - God’s present action were full harmony with the way God acted in 

history 

➢ Therefore, acquisitions of unfairness are groundless 

➢ In the end, the OT promises to Israel will be kept 

➢ Today – all who call on the name of the Lord will be saved 

➢ In the future – “all Israel” will experience God’s grace 

➢ Why – God has made covenant promises and vs 29 
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➢ Israel is shown mercy because their disobedience just as we believers 

have been 

READ Romans 11:33-36 – Paul’s closing doxology 

➢ We must conclude that our understanding of God’s plans and purposes 

are is woefully incomplete 
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