
Discussion Items

The following are the issues / questions / items that have been submitted for 
discussion so far this year. Some of them are a bit enigmatic. Remember that our 
focus is to try and determine what the Bible actually says about an issue, or 
question. Please do as much Biblical research as you are inclined to for any and/or 
all of these topics. We will tackle them in the order listed. 

1) Why do we say “Have a good day?”  Why not say “I pray you have a good 
day,” and see what happens?  We had no real Biblical reference for this 
suggestion. We did talk about speaking up more in a way that would give 
indications about of  faith. 

2) What does the Bible say about gay marriage?  And the gay issue?     
       Leviticus18.22; 20.13;   Romans 1.20-28; 1 Corinthians 6.9-18;  1 Corinthians 
7.2;  1Timothy 1.8-11;  2Timothy 4.2-4;  Matthew 19.4-6;  Hebrews 13.4; were 
among the scriptures referred to. There was also discussion that although the Jesus’ 
message is invitational, i.e. open to anyone and everyone, (Matthew 7.14; John 
3.16) not everything was approved (John 3.18-21; 1 Corinthians 5.1-13)   
 The Bible prohibits 6 sexual activities: adultery, fornication (promiscuity), 
rape, incest, bestiality, homosexuality. Each of the 6 involves sex with someone, or 
something, other than your spouse. 
       
3) Is the “Blood Moon” in September in the Bible?  10/6/15 discussed  

4) Did God’s promise to the Jews, that they were His chosen people for all time,  
 end when Jesus was born? 
 Though Jesus talked to His disciples about the fulfillment of certain 
prophecies during His lifetime, even they remained, to a very large extent, in the 
dark until He, after His resurrection, “opened their understanding, that they might 
comprehend the Scriptures” (Luke 24:45). He also promised them that the coming 
Paraclete would guide them even further “into all truth” (John 16:13). Such divine 

page �  of �1 6



Discussion Items

illumination into the meaning of the Old Testament Scriptures would seem entirely 
unnecessary if there existed the alternative of gaining a correct understanding of 
the Scriptures merely by consulting the rabbis. Apparently, the correct meanings of 
the Old Testament prophecies could not be found among the Jewish teachers and 
had to be revealed to the disciples through the Spirit (see 1 Cor. 2:9–10; Eph. 3:5). 
 The special understanding of God’s plan, which the apostles preached, is 
said to be “according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world 
began, but [which] now has been made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures 
has been made known to all nations” (Rom. 16:25–26a). 
 The correct understanding of the Old Testament Scriptures, then, is to be 
sought independently of any notions that may have been current among the Jews. 
The only safe approach must be to inquire whether the apostles, after having their 
“understanding opened,” ever spoke on any Old Testament passage and gave the 
correct understanding of its meaning. This approach alone will lead us to the 
distinctly “Christian” understanding of the nature of the Abrahamic Covenant. 
 Paul’s Perspective. On this theme, we are fortunate to have in Galatians 3 a 
clear discussion from the pen of Paul addressing both of our pertinent questions—
the identity of the “seed” and the nature of the “blessing.” 
 In three different statements, Paul identifies the “seed” of Abraham to whom 
the promises relate: “Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He 
does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as of many, but as of one, ’And to your Seed,’ who is 
Christ” (v. 16). Also: “What purpose then does the law serve? It was added because 
of transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the promise was made” (v. 19). 
These verses are calculated to nullify the claim of any race to being “the seed” 
holding title to the Abrahamic promises. The caveat, “He does not say ‘and to 
seeds’” (v. 16), is emphatic that there are not multiple seeds, and that no race or 
family (e.g., ethnic Israel) need apply. There is one Seed, whom Paul identifies as 
Christ in the above two verses. Christ is the promised Seed. The promises are His 
alone. If Paul’s words do not have this meaning, what possible meaning could they 
bear? 
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 Then Paul says something quite surprising (in light of the previous 
affirmations). He tells his Christian readers: “And if you are Christ’s, then you are 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise” (v. 29). What is surprising is 
that Paul had previously ruled out any thought of the “seed” of Abraham being a 
reference to a large number of “seeds,” yet here he seems to be affirming the idea 
of the seed as being multiple people (all who are Christ’s). Has Paul contradicted 
himself? No, because he does not see believers as “many” but as “one, in Christ.” 
He stated in the preceding verse: “For you are all one in Christ Jesus” (v. 28). 
 Thus, Christ is the one Seed of Abraham who is the heir of the promises—and 
so are we, if we are in Him. We are all one (the one “Seed”) in Christ. 
 Christ and the church are one organism. Christ is the Head, Christians are the 
body, and together we form “one new man” (Eph. 2:15), which is “Christ” (1 Cor. 
12:12), and is itself the one Seed that can lay claim to the Abrahamic blessing. Thus, 
Paul tells the Christians that we are the “heirs according to the promise” given to 
Abraham and his Seed. 
 Paul has deliberately framed his argument so as to preclude any claim of 
ethnic Israel to the status of heirs to the Abrahamic promises, and has recognized 
Christ (and all who are in Him) as the desire of Abraham’s heart. To be a child of 
Abraham is not a matter of natural descent (Rom. 2:28–29; 9:8; cf. Matt. 3:9), but 
rather of having the same faith that Abraham had (John 8:39, 56). So Paul reasons: 
“Just as Abraham believed God…know that [only] those who are of faith are sons of 
Abraham” (Gal. 3:6f). 
 In the same chapter of Galatians, Paul also clarifies the nature of the 
“blessing” that is so prominent in Genesis 12:1–3. This he identifies with the 
blessing of receiving, by faith, justification and the gift of the Holy Spirit. The 
blessing is, therefore, salvation through Christ. Note Paul’s thinking here: “God 
would justify the Gentiles by faith…So then those who are of faith are blessed with 
believing Abraham…that the blessing of Abraham [justification] might come upon 
the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through 
faith” (vv. 8–9, 14). 
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 The Abrahamic Covenant is thus nothing other than the Gospel of salvation 
through Jesus Christ. Paul makes this identification explicit: “Foreseeing that God 
would justify the Gentiles by faith, [the Scriptures] preached the gospel to 
Abraham” (Gal. 3:8). 
 A Broad Blessing. So, are we obligated to “bless” the Jews today? Of course—
and all other families of the earth as well! The blessing (salvation) of Abraham’s 
Seed (Christ) is for all the families of the earth (Gen. 12:3)—Jew and Gentile alike. 
Peter, while preaching to the Jews in Jerusalem, spoke of God’s intended blessing 
for them: “‘To you first, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless 
you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities’” (Acts 3:26).The blessing 
to the Jews and to every nation is identical—namely, the gift of salvation in Christ, 
brought about by “turning every one [of them] from [his] iniquities” through the 
preaching of the gospel of Christ. ( — Steve Gregg is the author of Revelation: Four 
Views: A Parallel Commentary, and host of the radio show The Narrow Path 
(www.thenarrowpath.com). Via the  Christian Research Institute) 

5) Predestination? 
 The Bible teaches both predestination and free choice. God has a cosmic 
plan and involves humans as history shaping participants in that plan. God 
personally engages humans, whose choices make a difference. God interweaves 
human choices and prayers info His overarching plans. We are not pawns of fate, at 
the mercy or whims of God, or gods. On the other hand humans aren’t so powerful 
that they can manipulate God to do their biding.  We are forced to affirm what 
seems to us a paradox. The Bible makes a valid offer of salvation to whomever 
chooses to believe. The Bible also reveals a God who is sovereign in every 
respect.We are called on to acknowledge God, to worship and adore Him. We are 
not called on to decide how both strands of biblical teaching can be in full and total 
harmony with our very limited understanding of reality.  — Larry Richards, The Bible 
Answer Book 
   predestined - Romans 8.28-30   Ephesians 1.1-13 
   free will, choice - John 10.7-9   1Timothy 2.4-5   2Peter 3.9   Revelation 3.20; 22.17 
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 At any place we find what we consider to be a theological discrepancy in the 
Bible, we are forced to make a very basic decision: ‘Is God truly God and totally 
sovereign and are we mere creatures?’ If yes, then our logic, reasoning and 
understanding is nothing compared to God’s logic, reasoning and understanding. 
We must bow and accept that He is sovereign and we do not, can not understand. 
therefore we must acknowledge and hold in our minds two concepts that to us 
appear to be diametrically opposed. 

6) Does the Bible warn about abortion, or forbid it? 
 The Bible does not specifically say anything about abortion. The Bible is 
however, very, very pro-life!    
 Genesis 1.27 — you were created in the image of God.   
 Exodus 20.13 you shall not murder.    
 Psalm 139.13-16 — You (God) formed me in my mother’s womb.   
 Jeremiah 1.5 Before I (God) formed you in the womb I knew you. Before you 
were born I sanctified you…. 

7) Why Pray? If God knows what we will do, and His will is done, does our prayer  
 change His will? 
 This question was attached to our discussions above about predestination.   
 The short answer is that our Lord prayed, and we are instructed to pray. 
Prayer is the way that we communicate with our God. The Bible teaches that God 
desires a relationship with us individually and collectively. Prayer is the vehicle 
through which we communicate with God.  
 2 Chronicles 7.14,15;   Psalm 145.18;   Proverbs 15.8;   Matthew 26.41;   Luke 
11.1;   Philippians 4.6;   1Thessalonians 5.17;   James 5.13, these are only a few of 
the Biblical references on prayer. Your Bible’s concordance in the back has a very 
lengthy set of references on pray, prayer, praying.  (See the discussion above about 
predestination and free will .)  
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Heaven: 
8) What does the Bible say heaven is going to be like besides streets of  

  gold, etc.? 

9) When does the Bible say we actually go to heaven? 

10) Does the Bible say we will have actual bodies in heaven or spirits? 

11) If we get to heaven, how long does the Bible say it lasts? I understand it  
  is 1000  years - not eternity? Can you clear this up? 

12) What does the Bible say about the “Holy Grail?” 

13) What does the Bible say about the "Holy Trinity?” 

14) What is Biblical inerrancy? 

15) What is the role of the church in mental illness? 

16) The rapture…. how?   Different views?
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