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First, you will note that the questions we have so far are NOT about the “essentials 
of the faith.”  Recall, from a German Lutheran theologian of the early seventeenth 
century, Rupertus Meldenius, “In Essentials Unity, In Non-Essentials Liberty, In All 
Things Charity.”  If he were writing today he’d probably write “In the essentials 
unity, in the non-essentials freedom, and in all things love.” 

It’s not that the non-essentials are trivial, or not important, some of them are very 
important.  However, the ‘essentials’ form a line of demarcation between the 
kingdom of Christ and the kingdoms of the cults.  They are the foundation upon 
which the gospel of Jesus Christ stands. 
 D - deity of Christ 
 O - original sin 
 C - Canon of Scripture 
 T - Trinity 
 R - Resurrection 
 I - Incarnation 
 N - New Creation  
 E - Eschatology 

Second, In our approach to these, and other, issues, indeed to our Bible Study 
together is rooted in, “What does the Bible say?” Therefore we will try to be faithful 
to Paul’s recourse and exhortations: 
 Romans 4.3  …For what does the Scripture say? 
 1Thes 5.21 …test everything hold on to that which is good 
 2Tim 2.15 … rightly handling the word of truth 
 1Cor 2.12 …Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God 
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And the guidance of other scripture:  

 Acts 17.11 …Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; 
they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if 
these things were so 
 1 John 4.1 … do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether 
they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world 
 1Peter 3.15 …always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect
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