
What is a “parable?” - an allegorical story that attempts to teach a spiritual truth, that is 
unknown to the hearer; by using a comparison; a superficial, universally acknowledged 
reality, something known to the hearers.  Various elements of the story correspond to 
certain truths.  In general, a parable advances a single idea. There may be many parts, 
characters and subordinate ideas to expand the main idea further. A parable draws the 
listener into the story, elicits an evaluation, and elicits a response. Parables can both 
conceal or reveal depending on whether one is open to hearing what they teach. 

Mark 4:1-20 parable of the sower  (Matthew 13:1-23;  Luke 8:4-15)  
! ! (Isa 55:10-11 “seed” a figure for God giving life.  Ps 78:1-4)

Q.  What is the single central message of the parable of the sower?  

Q. In what ways have you seen these forces: the Devil, the flesh and the world at work 
in your own life?  

Mark 4:12  We read often in Scripture something similar to:  “although they look they 
may look but not see, and although they hear they may hear but not understand, so 
they may not repent and be forgiven.”   (Mark 4:12 which is a quote from Isa 6:9-10)

! Read: John 8:43-47  Romans 1:16-17  1Cor 1:18-25  1Cor 2:6-16  
1Cor 3:19-20  2Cor 4:3-4   2Thes 2:19-9-12   2Tim 4:3-4

Q.  In general what do you think the Scripture is saying and why it is so often repeated?

Mark 4:21-25 parable of the lamp

Q. What is the central message of this parable? .

Q.  Are you on a lamp stand or are you under a basket?  Exactly how so? 

Mark 4:22-29 parable of the growing seed

Q  What is the central theme of this parable? 
 
Mark 4:30-32 parable of the mustard seed  (Ezk 17:22-24)

Q  What is the central theme of this parable?  

Mark 4:33-34 He explained everything to them.

Q  Which parable seems to address your life, or your, concerns best? In what ways?

Q  Given what you have learned about parables, your group’s task is to now create,  
make one up, for the rest of us.
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