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• A suggested three-day schedule for reading Colossians   

o Day One: 1:1-2:7 
o Day Two: 2:8-3:17 
o Day Three: 3:18-4:18   !

• Recipient: Christians in Colossae, 100 miles east of Ephesus 
o Triangle of towns in the Lycus Valley: Colossae, Laodicea, and Hierapolis (4:13) 
o Two letters to Colossae: Colossians and Philemon 
o  Paul never visited this church – he sent Epaphras to preach and Epaphras founded the church 

there (1:7; 4:12-13; Philemon 22) !
• Theme: The preeminence of Christ 

o Christ is the “the image of the invisible God” (1:15), the agent of creation (1:16), the glue that 
 holds the universe together (1:17), and head of the church (1:18) 

o  By far the most Christological of Paul’s letters  !
• Occasion: The church is being threatened by an Eastern philosophy/religion called “Gnosticism” – its  

syncretistic form was condemned by the early church as “Docetism” – basic tenets: 
o Two gods: evil and good – bad god created matter, good god created spirit – matter corrupts the 

spirit world – these two gods are of equal power and they war against one another 
o There are good and bad emanations of these gods in the world: angels and demons – angels help 

humans to live the life of the spirit even though they are trapped in physical bodies – they do this 
by bringing them knowledge (“gnosis”) – salvation, liberation from the physical world, comes 
through knowledge – demons try to manipulate you to live a life dominated by flesh 

o Jesus Christ was the greatest of these emanations – he did not really have a physical body – he 
was the brightest ray from the good God – phantom: You could not touch him; he left no foot 
prints; no death on the cross 

o The spirit life is an ascetic life – you must punish the body so that it will free the spirit from your 
flesh – austerity includes fasting, self- flagellation, cutting !

• 1:1-14 Introduction 
o 1:1-2 Salutation 
o 1:3-14 Thanksgiving – Paul prays that they “may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will” (v.

9), that they “lead lives that are worthy of the Lord” that they “bear fruit in every good work” (v.
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10) – he considers that they have been “rescued… from the power of darkness and transferred… 
into the Kingdom of his beloved Son,” and that “in [Jesus they] have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins.” (vs.13-14) !

  
• 1:15-23 The supremacy of Christ – Christ’s supremacy is displayed in creation (vs.15-17), in the church 

(v.18), and in our reconciliation to God through Christ’s death on the cross (vs.19-23) – Christ is 
referred to as “firstborn” (vs.15, 18) –  that “in him all things hold together” (v.17) –  and that “in him 
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell” (v.19) !

• 1:24-29 Paul’s sacrificial service on behalf of the great mystery – “in my flesh I am completing what is 
lacking in Christ’s afflictions” (v.24) – Paul is not saying his suffering adds merit to the cross – we make 
the crucifixion real to others by modeling identification – the mystery: “Christ in you, the hope of glory” 
(v.27; Romans 3:23) !

• 2:1-7 Paul offers not philosophy but Christ – in Christ “are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge”  (v.3) – protects them from the deceits and plausible arguments” of Gnosticism” (v.4) !

• 2:8-23 Christ’s supremacy is defended   
o 2:8-15 Against false philosophy – baptism is parallel to circumcision (vs.12-13) – in the cross 

Christ “eras[ed] the record that stood against us” - “He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. He 
disarmed the rulers and authorities, and made a public example of them, triumphing over 
them” (vs. 14-15)  

o 2:16-17 Against legalism – food, drink, special festivals (v.16) 
o 2:18-19 Against angel worship 
o 2:20-23 Against asceticism !

• 3:1-3:17 The new life in Christ demands holy living 
o 3:1-4 You have experienced death/resurrection 
o 3:5-10 Therefore put old habits to death, put off the old self 
o 3:11 Cultural distinctions have passed away (Galatians 3:28) 
o 3:12-17 What the new life we are to put on looks like – love and peace – doing everything “in the 

name of the Lord Jesus” !
• 3:18-4:1 How the new life affects our relationships 

o 3:18-19 Husband-wife relationships 
o 3:20-21 Child-parent relationships 
o 3:22-4:1 Employee-employer relationships 
o Principle: If you are in submission to Christ, then submission to others is no problem – if you 

have problems with submission, you are going to have authority problems your whole life !
• 4:2-6 Further instructions – additions to 3:12-17 – “Devote yourselves to prayer …with 

thanksgiving” (v.2) – witness to “outsiders” with “gracious” speech (vs. 5-6) !
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• 4:7-18 Final greetings  
o Tychicus –  the letter carrier (v.7) 
o  “Jesus, who is called Justus” – Jesus (Greek), Justus (Latin), Joshua (Hebrew) (v.11) – Jewish 

converts 
o  Nympha –  “the church in her house” (v.15)    
o  Paul  - writing this greeting with my own hand” – dictated letter, signed by Paul (v.18) 
o Always God’s and Paul’s final word: “Grace be with you” (v.18) !!!!

Questions for reflection: !
1. How would you describe your understanding of Jesus – who he is, what he has done, what he is doing? !!!!
2. Is it important to “get Jesus right” in the sense that Paul talks about Jesus being both divine and human?  

Why or why not? !!!!
3. Are their “religious practices” or other “human commandments and teaching” that have impacted your 

understanding of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ that seem to be inconsistent with or 
contradictory to  how Paul describes it? !!!

4. How do you think your understanding of Jesus affects the way you live? !!!
5.  How do you understand Paul’s concepts of “submission” in human relationships and what would that 

look like in your life today? !
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