
Salvation Pre-Jesus?

The email question”
“As I brushed my teeth just now, I was thinking about tonight’s study.  These 

questions came to my mind and I don’t know the answers.
 
The woman at the well believed in Jesus.  She brought people from her village, 
who also believed.  They believed He was Messiah, come to restore God’s 
kingdom on earth.  We have already heard that ‘...whosoever believes in Him shall 
not perish, but have everlasting life’.  This was not yet the Christ of the Cross who 
died to forgive man’s sins.  Because of their belief, were they given everlasting 
life?  It says nothing of forgiveness of sins.  Were they still under the Law?  The 
disciples believed in Jesus (to a point).  Were they ‘saved’?  “What can wash away 
my sins?  Nothing but the blood of Jesus!”  The more I learn, the less I know.”

My email attempt at the response:
“Well the thinking cap was on, wasn't it!  I am tickled that you were thinking 

and questioning. I am also rather convinced that the more I learn the less I know...

None-the-less, here's my guess. First and foremost, none of us can really 
"know" the answers to many questions, and particularly who did or did not, will or 
will not, receive everlasting life. Only God knows the heart...

That having been said and agreed upon. I think that the Samaritan woman, 
those people from her village who came to believe in Jesus as the Messiah, the 
disciples, and many other "believers" at that time are in the same category as were 
Abraham, Moses, David, etc.  In Romans 4.3 it says “Abraham believed God, and 
it was credited a to him as righteousness."  

My guess is that Romans chapter 4 speaks to all those situations: the Old 
Testament; the New Testament people who came to believe that Jesus was the 
Messiah, (and perhaps even now the God fearing aborigine in deepest and darkest 
part of the Amazon forest - who never heard the gospel or anything about it.); 
everyone up until Jesus resurrection and the beginning of the understanding that 
He was God Incarnate who died on the cross to redeem people from their sins - 
through which those of us subsequent to that resurrection are saved, and put in a 
right relationship with God. 
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Salvation Pre-Jesus?

Romans 4.7-8 quotes Psalm 32.1-2 "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds 
are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed is the one against whom the Lord 
will never count sin."  Which seems to indicate, without saying how, that there was 
some vehicle back then through which one could be made "right" with God. 

For Abraham it was his faith, and in fact for us it is faith - "For by grace you 
are saved through faith, and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God; it is 
not from works, so that no one can boast."  (Ephesians 2.8-9)  The understanding 
of the object of "faith" changed from "God" to "God incarnate."

So my guess is that the same vehicle was and is in play "faith." The old 
testament believers looking forward to the coming of Jesus atoning work (they 
probably couldn't imagine what that might be), and we of the new covenant 
looking back to Jesus atoning work.

Let me know what you think when you brush your teeth tonight:-)
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